How do we succeed in the world?
No matter if we are in business
Education or in public service
A student or any occupation or state in life
To succeed, we need to understand people
We need to know what makes us tick
We need to know what makes others tick
Most of the self-help books out there are filled with human inspiration
There is one that is filled with divine inspiration
Although it is not a self-help book at all
It is the Bible
And it is filled with information that allows us to see deep inside
It is filled with true knowledge and wisdom
So much that a prominent businessman recently told a group
If there is one book you must read
It is the Bible
It’s even a good book for us Catholics to pick up

Our readings today reflect two things all of us face
Righteousness and envy
Righteousness is not something our culture holds in high regard
But God does
And envy has been with us since the dawn of time
It was present when Eve decided she wanted to be like God
	It is present in each of us to some extent
In our first reading from Wisdom
We see the ungodly conspiring against the righteous one
They are envious
He is standing in their way
Opposing their wrong-doing
Denouncing their sin
Accusing them of not following their law
So they decide to put him to the test
To see if God will intervene as he said
This is also test of God
The righteous one has called himself the Son of God
Will the just be protected?
Will the unjust be punished?
Will God keep his promise?
This reading points to the unjust
Using human wisdom and power
To judge God’s wisdom and power

St. James tells us what true wisdom looks like
Pure
Peaceable
Full of mercy
Good fruits
No inconstancy or insincerity
What guides our lives?
Divine wisdom or human wisdom?
Human wisdom is envious
Leading to social unrest and jealousy
Selfish ambition
Wisdom from above leads to harmony and peace
True wisdom is a gift from God
What is the cause of conflict in our lives?
St James tells us it comes from within
Jealously and ambition are more than personal faults
They affect entire communities
They spill out into the world
What they covet
They cannot possess
They ask, but do not receive
Even fighting and war do not guarantee success
St James calls them and us to a conversion of heart
If we find ourselves filled with frustration
We need a change of heart
A mentenoia
We need to choose the path of wisdom
Righteousness and peace

Christ wasn’t fooled
He knew the human heart
He would have been very familiar with this reading from Wisdom
He told his followers plainly what was to happen
The Son of Man, the righteous one, would be persecuted
He would be tortured and put to death
But he would rise on the third day
They couldn’t grasp what this meant
If we’re honest, we probably don’t grasp it either
We’ve been taught this and we believe it
But isn’t it kind of on the fringe?
At least as far as our experience goes?
So it makes sense that those in Christ’s inner circle would discuss this
And they would seek ways to prop themselves up
Make themselves look good while he was still with them
If he was going to die
The important ones would have to keep this going
That is where envy set into their group
Which of us is the greatest?
What were you discussing on the way?
He knew perfectly well
He gave them the chance to come clean
But even Peter
Never one to be reserved; holds his tongue
So Jesus shows us true wisdom
True greatness
He places a little child in their midst
Innocent
Before envy and jealously enter 
	
Jesus knew what these do to the human heart
Envy
Desiring what another has
Personal property or friendships
Even a relationship with God
Jealousy
Being worried that someone will take what we have
Again, we can become jealous over property or relationships
We see in the Bible where these can lead
Destruction of property, peace, lives
They led to the death of Christ
Does it surprise us they still cause so much harm in our world today?
But there are antidotes
Love and humility
Love that counts others blessings
Offering prayers of thanksgiving for our blessings and for theirs
Love that strengthens our relationships
And humility to trust in God
That if he can bring good out of something like his own passion and death
If he can bring glory out of the shame of the cross
He can bring good out of anything the world can throw our way
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